
English at Work: 
A Multimedia Kit for Teachers

1984



Unpacking the Barndt Archives 
@ York University



English in the Workplace Program (1970s – 1980s)

• Metro Labour Council
• Toronto Board of Education
• Humber College Labour Studies
• City Hall

Participatory Research Group (1977-1983)
International Council for Adult Education

• “Starting with Nina” – DEC film on applying 
     Paulo Freire in Ontario
• Popular Art and Media Cooperative
• Teaching ESL in Dylex Garment Factory
    Creating photo and cartoon stories, dramas, songs

Organizational Context



PhD research on Freirean 
methodology in Peruvian 
literacy classes (1975-1980)

Participatory production 
with ESL students (1983)

Co-editors:
Ferne Cristall (2025)
dian marino (1993)
¡PRESENTE!



Mary Ellen Belfiore and I worked with a team of teachers of English in the Workplace to 

create a multimedia kit based on workers stories and communications challenges.
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Arlene Mantle
Mary Ellen Nettle
Kathy Sullivan
¡PRESENTE!



Historical Context of 1980s
Pre Mulroney Trade Deal & NAFTA

MP Bob Rae and 
MP Dan Heap

¡PRESENTE!



English in the Workplace
for Union Members
Centre for Labour Studies

Winnie Ng (EWP)
Brenda Wall (Labour Education)



Institutional Collaborators for English at Work Kit



Research & Production Process

January 1984: Review existing materials
Negotiate collaboration

February-March: Meetings of Teachers' Advisory Committee
Design of module and methodology
Teachers' workshops on materials production techniques
Visit 8 workplaces

April-May: Process film and transcribe taped interviews
Feed back materials to classes
Draf first two units

July-September: Draft remaining four units
Produce multimedia tools

October-December: Test materials with 20 teachers

January-May 1985: Revisions



Participatory Research 
at Union Meetings



TTC Janitors

Participatory Research 
in EWP Classes



TTC Janitors

Arts-Based Research 
in EWP Classes



Hotel Housekeepers

EWP Classes 
in a Hotel



Government Building Cleaners

Photo Elicitation 



Participatory Research 
with Cleaners at Home



Power dynamics at many levels
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Assumptions about Teaching and Learning

The starting point is the learner

The content is drawn from daily experiences of learners  

The teacher is a learner, too, and facilitator of participatory 
research process with students: CURRICULUM AS PROCESS

Students learn confidence, critical thinking, problem-solving

Multiple forms of art and media encourage self-expression

Learning can be fun…!



THEMES AND TOOLS



TEACHERS’ MANUAL (283 pages)

Thanks to Gia and Anna for digitizing the entire kit…!



5 Units with 5 Tools
3 Phases of each unit
• Scratching the Surface
• Digging Deeper
• Make Your Own Tools

Every other page is for notes
and creative adaptations!



OUR HISTORY BOOK

Photo Story of Immigrant Workers: 
From Portugal to Toronto - At Work, At Home



























RADIO SOAP OPERA



PACKAGES OF PHOTOS OF DIVERSE WORKPLACES



Sets of 10-12 photos 
from six workplaces
Complimentary objectives



Hospital Attendants



Shift work, overtime, 
and lunch hour



Precision Tools



Identify immigration  histories 
and shifting labour policies



Phil Carry Garments



Research production line, 
identify key communications, 
power relations, and paychecks



Hotel Chambermaids



Listen, Retell, Remake 
Radio Dramas



Government Building Cleaners



Use of personal photos 
and making photos



CARTOON CARD GAME

Workplace Health and Safety:
Symptoms, Causes, and Solutions

(Artist: Daniel Caselli)



Symptoms



Causes



Solutions



Use cartoon cards to name &  
analyze health and safety 
issues in your workplace

Make cards 
to fit your situation



FIVE-PIECE WALL POSTER

A Day in the Life of Osvaldo 
Street Car Rail Cleaner on Dundas Street













Use poster to generate dialogues 
and create new photo stories



• Which parts of the kit are still relevant for use today?

• Which themes and workplaces represent sites of 
significant change of interest to labour researchers?

• Where could I donate framed photos of workers?

• How can I promote these archives to unions, 
community groups, historians, educators, artists?

HOW TO ACTIVATE THE ARCHIVE?
From the vault to research, education, and action



HOW TO ACCESS THE ARCHIVE?
Searching online fonds and York University visits

Contact archives@yorku.ca
to make appointment, Tues.– Fri., 10 – 4 PM;
Submit list of 6 items to examine; 
use digital cameras or request scans.

https://deborahbarndt.com/barndt-archive-at-york-university-library/

mailto:archives@yorku.ca
mailto:archives@yorku.ca


Other workers projects in Barndt archives



Archival documents by 
educator friends





Questions,  Comments, Connections? 
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